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WHITEFISH

RESORT TAX OVERVIEW
(1996 to 2005)

The Whitefish Resort Tax was approved by City voters, with 56% voting
in favor, on November 7, 1995. The tax was implemented on
February 1, 1996, initiating a 20-year term that expires on

January 31, 2016.

Resort Tax Election Results
November, 1995
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On November 2, 2004, Whitefish voters approved a ballot measure to
reauthorized the tax for a new 20-year term, effectively extending the
ending date of the tax an additional 9 years, from 2016 to 2025. The
election results for reauthorization were 76% "Yes" and 24% "No".

Resort Tax Reauthorization
Election Results
November, 2004
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Uses of Resort Tax Revenue:
The Resort Tax Ordinance specifies that the proceeds from the
tax be distributed as follows:

- 25 percent to property tax reduction for taxpayers residing in
the City of Whitefish.

- 65 percent to the improvement of streets, sidewalks, gutters,
curbs and City related underground utilities.

- 5 percent to bicycle paths and other park capital
improvements.

- 5 percent to administration of the tax (retained by tax
collecting businesses).

Resort Tax Monitoring Committee: |
The Whitefish Resort Tax Monitoring Committee is a committee
created by City ordinance. The purpose of the committee is to
(a) monitor the use of Resort Tax proceeds to assure compliance
with the voter-approved Resort Tax Ordinance and (b) advise the
City Council on matters pertinent to the Resort Tax, such as
project recommendations. The committee has no authority to
approve or deny projects or expenditures. Such decisions are
reserved to the elected City Council.

Committee membership:
The Resort Tax Monitoring Committee has nine members with
the following representative positions:

- One member representing lodging businesses.

- One member representing restaurants/bars/taverns.

- One member representing retail businesses.

- One member representing community businesses at-large.
- One member representing the City Council.

- Four members representing the general public.




Resort Tax projects funded since 1996:

STREETS:

Baker Avenue (2nd Street to River)

Baker Avenue (River to 10th Street)

7th Street (Columbia Avenue to Pine Avenue)

7th Street (Pine Avenue to street terminus)
Columbia Avenue (River to 7th Street)

Columbia Avenue (2nd Street to 7th Street)

Skyles Place (Wisconsin Avenue to Dakota Avenue)
Lupfer Avenue (Entire length)

Railway St. (Miles Avenue to O'Brien Avenue)
Railway St. (Columbia Avenue to Somers Avenue)
Somers Avenue (Railway Street to 2nd Street)
Community-wide sidewalk replacement project - 84 blocks

PARKS:

Riverside Park Bike/Ped Path.

Baker Street Park Bike/Ped Path.

Grouse Mountain Park Tennis Court reconstruction.
Riverside Park Tennis Court improvements.

Kay Beller Park Construction.

Memorial Park Basketball Court Resurfacing.
Baker Park Bike/Ped Path.

Actual Collections and Future Resort Tax Revenue Projections

Collections (Inception through FY04/05)*: $ 9,320,699
Projected Collections (FY05/06 to Sunset)**: $ 32,485,286
TOTAL: $ 41,805,985

*Actual average annual revenue growth (Inception to FY04/05) has been 6.9%.
**Assumes 2% annual revenue growth (FY05/06 to Sunset in FY24/25).
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